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Gentlemen, 


Bridlington. 

March  2oth,  1911. 


I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  of  the  Rural  District  during  1910. 


Recent  years  have  seen  the  general  public  taking  a steadily 
growing  interest  in  the  Sanitary  Administration  of  the  country, 
not  confined  to  one  or  two  aspects  of  domestic  or  general  hygiene, 
but  showing  an  increasing  and  ever-widening  range  of  intelligent 
sympathy  with  such  multifarious  phases  as  Workshop  and  hactory 
legislation,  Schools  and  the  feeding  and  Medical  inspection  of 
scholars,  milk  and  meat  supplies,  river  pollution  and  water  supplies, 
Hospital  accommodation,  and  all  the  various  items  which  are 
included  in  the  term  Sanitary  Administration.  Stimulated  no 
doubt  by  the  successful  experiment  of  the  Garden  City  of  Letch- 
worth,  much  of  this  popular  interest  has  by  natural  instinct,  as  it 
were,  concentrated  on  the  various  problems  which  make  up  the 
“ housing  question,”  and  rightly  so — for  here  no  doubt  is  the  key 
to  the  solution  of  that  ever  increasingly  pressing  question  of  the 
depopulation  of  the  country  side  and  the  growing  difficulty  of 
finding  work  and  decent  dwellings  in  the  towns  for  those  of  us  who 
earn  our  daily  bread  by  daily  labour. 


There  is  no  doubt  that  the  scarcity  of  decent  houses  in  Rural 
England  is  largely  responsible  for  the  steady  depopulation  of  our 
villages  and  congested  state  of  the  towns. 
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The  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act  of  1909  is  one  of  the 
results  of  this  popular  interest,  and  is  intended  to  encourage  the 
opening  up  of  new  building  areas  in  the  neighbourhood  of  towns 
and  villages,  and  to  avoid  many  of  the  unsatisfactory  features 
which  have  so  often  crept  into  uncontrolled  schemes  of  land 
development.  It  is  a big  step  in  advance  of  previous  legislation, 
and  must  be  acknowledged  to  be  a very  comprehensive  piece  of 
work,  a trifle  ambitious  perhaps,  weighed  with  rules  for  every 
conceivable  situation,  but  its  practical  enforcement  alone  can  show 
whether  it  is  that  muddle  of  “ giant  complexity  ” as  described  by 
some,  or  the  “ quite  simple  code  of  rules-’  as  seen  by  others.  It 
contains  76  sections  and  5 schedules  and  is  to  be  administered 
wdth  the  help  of  a series  of  Regulations  issued  by  the  Local 
Government  Board,  which  number  36  articles  and  cover  21  octavo 
pages.  Personally  I doubt  whether  it  will  be  of  much  direct 
utility  in  districts  such  as  ours  where  hamlets  are  small  and  widely 
scattered,  and  the  difficulties  more  those  of  many  individual 
defective  dwellings  rather  than  of  old  in-sanitary  areas  or  the 
opening  up  of  new  districts.  7 he  Act  has,  however,  come  into 
force  too  recently  and  the  Regulations  been  issued  too  late  in  the 
year  to  admit  of  more  than  a cursory  study.  The  impression  made 
on  my  mind  is  that  so  far  as  practicable  more  reliance  should  be 
placed  on  such  of  the  preceding  “ Housing  ” Acts  as  are  not 
repealed,  and  more  persistent  wholehearted  efforts  be  made  to  carry 
them  out  and  exercise  the  powers  they  confer  to  improve  the 
dwellings  in  your  district.  Compared  with  the  Act  of  1909  they 
are  simpler  in  aim,  more  applicable  to  a small  Rural  District,  and 
should  be  administered  at  less  cost.  There  is,  for  instance,  a 
useful  little  adoptive  Act  which  one  rarely  hears  mentioned,  the 
Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  Act  of  1899,  which  when  worked  in 
conjunction  with  the  more  recent  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments 
and  allied  Acts,  ought  to  be  of  great  value  to  the  working  classes 
in  a rural  parish,  tor  by  it  the  local  authority  is  empowered  to 
advance  a very  large  portion  of  the  purchase  price  of  a dwelling  to 
a resident  or  prospective  resident  of  a district.  Similar  powders  of 
advancing  money  on  house  property  are  given  to  County  Authorities 
by  the  new  Act,  but  on  a somewhat  bigger  scale.  The  money  is 
to  be  lent  to  Societies  or  Associations  working  on  a co-operative 
basis  and  is  probably  intended  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  large 
County  Boroughs,  for  which  it  is  more  adapted  and  for  which  it 
should  prove  useful. 

The  new  Act  makes  compulsory  the  appointment  of  a County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  empowers  the  .Local  Government 
Board  to  issue  rules  and  regulations  defining  amongst  other  things 
the  scope  and  limits  of  his  duties.  This  has  now  been  done,  and 
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although  the  logical  sequence  of  the  Act  of  1888  they  carry  the 
idea  a long  way  further  than  was  contemplated  20  years  ago; 
making  it  quite  clear  that  much  more  energy  will  be  infused  into 
local  government  in  the  future  than  has  characterised  it  in  the  past. 
This  is  very  evident  when  we  recall  that  under  former  powers  the 
County  Council  was  only  entitled  to  intervene  where  the  District 
Council  was  in  default — that  is,  would  do  nothing — whilst  the  nett 
result  of  the  new  Order  is  that  the  County  Medical  Officer  may 
call  for  information  from  the  District  Council  on  any  specified 
subject,  whether  in  default  or  not,  and  then  the  County  Council 
will  decide  whether  any  action  taken  is  sufficient  and  what  future 
action  is  necessary.  I give  sub-sections  2 and  4 of  section  69  for 
your  information,  which  when  read  in  conjunction  with  a few 
extracts  from  the  Rules  relating  to  County  Medical  Officers  and  to 
the  corresponding  instructions  to  District  Medical  Officers  of  Rural 
Authorities  should  provide  useful  subjects  for  reflection. 

Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909. 

Section  69  (2). — “The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  a district 
shall  give  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  county  any 
information  which  it  is  in  his  power  to  give,  and  which  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  of  the  county  may  reasonably  require  of  him  for 
the  purpose  ot  his  duties  prescribed  by  the  Local  Government  Board.2 * * 5' 

(4)  “If  the  Clerk  or  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  a District 
Council  fails  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  this  section,  he  shall 
on  information  being  laid  by  the  County  Council,  but  not  otherwise, 
be  liable  on  summary  conviction  in  respect  of  each  offence  to  a fine 
not  exceeding  ten  pounds.” 

The  County  Medical  Officers  of  Health  (Duties)  Order,  1910. 

(1)  “ 1 he  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  County  shall  inform 
himself,  as  far  as  practicable,  respecting  all  influences  affecting  or 
threatening  to  affect  injuriously  the  public  health  in  the  county. 
For  this  purpose  he  shall  visit  the  several  county  districts  in  the 
county  as  occasion  may  require,  giving  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  of  each  county  district  prior  notice  of  his  visit,  so  far  as 
this  may  be  practicable.” 

(2)  “ The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  county  shall,  from 
time  to  time,  inquire  into  and  report  upon  the  hospital  accommoda- 
tion available  for  the  isolation  of  cases  occurring  in  the  county: — 

(a)  of  small-pox,  and 

(b)  of  other  infectious  diseases, 

and  upon  any  need  for  the  provision  of  further  hospital  accom- 
modation.” 
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(5)  If  the  annual  or  special  reports  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  of  a county  district  in  the  county,  shall  not  contain  adequate 
information  in  regard  to 

(a)  the  vital  statistics  of  the  district, 

(b)  the  sanitary  circumstances  and  administration  of  the 

district,  and 

(c)  the  action  taken  in  the  district  for  putting  in  force  the 

provisions  ot  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 

Acts,  1890  to  1909  ; 

the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  county  shall  obtain  from  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  county  district  such  further 
information  on  these  matters  as  the  circumstances  may  demand.” 

I note  that  the  Local  Government  Board  in  its  circular  letter 
of  29th  July,  1910,  relating  to  the  appointment  of  County  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  and  School  Medical  Officers,  is  quite  satisfied  as 
to  the  “ advantage  of  obtaining  the  services  of  an  Officer  who  does 
not  engage  in  private  practice,”  and  in  regard  to  the  remuneration  of 
the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  “the  Board’s  experience  shows 
that  it  is  desirable  that  in  addition  to  his  salary,  the  Officer  should 
be  repaid  his  actual  travelling  expenses,  and  that  he  should  be  pro- 
vided with  adequate  clerical  assistance.”  Seeing  that  all  the  pioneer 
work  of  Sanitary  Administration  has  been  done  by  Medical  Officers 
of  Health,  who  were  private  medical  practitioners  and  that  it  is  to 
their  influence  and  in  much  of  their  work,  gratuitous  efforts,  that  an 
at  one  time  inimical  public  has  been  converted  to  a firm  believer  in 
the  virtues  of  hygiene,  one  can  only  think  that  the  Central  Authority 
might  have  found  a better  way  of  expressing  its  meaning.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  of  the  mutual  advantage  to  both  Authority  and 
Medical  Officer  of  a whole  time  appointment,  nor  that 
a capable  professional  man,  devoting  his  entire  attention 
to  his  official  duties,  receiving  a sufficient  salary  and  paid 
his  travelling  expenses  and  allowed  “ adequate  clerical  assistance,” 
will,  at  this  epoch  in  sanitary  administration,  be  able  to  do  more 
routine  work  than  his  less  fortunately  placed  District  colleague,  who 
has  for  so  long  been  expected  to  provide  his  own  “ clerical  assistance 
and  “ his  own  out  of  pocket  travelling  expenses  out  of  his  4 private 
practice  ’ to  say  nothing  of  the  too  often  trifling  sum  euphemistically 
called  ‘his  salary.” 

Circulars  of  instruction  have  been  issued  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  on  the  prevalence  of  Plague  and  the  supply  of  Antitoxin 
which  have  received  due  attention.  You  have  decided  that  your 
Medical  Officer  shall  keep  and  supply  Antitoxin  free  to  medical  men 
in  suitable  cases  of  Diphtheria. 


6 


In  the  early  part  of  the  year  there  was  a mild  out-break  ot 
Diphtheria  at  Rudstone,  where  we  had  some  13  cases,  fortunately 
with  no  deaths.  Suitable  precautions  for  isolation  and  disinfection 
were  taken,  and  such  of  the  cases  as  could  not  be  safely  isolated  at 
home,  were  accommodated  in  a house  rented  for  the  purpose  and 
transformed  into  a little  hospital. 

At  Reighton  in  a miserable  hovel  we  had  three  cases  of 
Enteric  Fever — and  there  they  had  to  remain,  as  there  was  no 
other  place  available  ; and  in  conjunction  with  the  Diphtheria  at 
Rudstone  they  furnish  a good  example  of  the  necessity  we  have 
for  a small  Sanatorium  somewhere  in  the  District,  preferably  near 
to  Bridlington,  being  the  central  point  and  most  easily  accessible 
in  the  Union. 

The  East  Riding  County  Council  having  put  forward  a scheme 
for  erecting  joint  hospitals  for  the  Riding,  I attended  a meeting  of 
your  Executive  Committee  at  which  it  was  discussed,  and  advised 
you,  both  for  geographical  reasons  and  also  on  account  of  expense, 
that  it  would  be  better  to  have  a hospital  of  your  own,  and  was 
instructed  to  look  for  a site.  In  the  meantime  another  endeavour 
should  be  made  to  obtain  partial  and  temporary  accommodation 
in  the  Bridlington  Borough  Sanatorium. 

The  Hunmanby  Water  Works  Scheme  has  made  good 
progress  and  may  be  taken  to  be  settled,  and  when  the  Works  are 
completed  and  the  service  in  good  going  order  should  prove  one  of 
the  most  beneficient  things  which  has  come  to  Hunmanby  for 
many  years. 

At  Flamborough  the  Water  Works  have  been  a great  success, 
a little  trouble  with  the  pumping  gear  and  motive  power  being  the 
only  worry.  I should  be  glad  to  see  Reighton  taken  in  hand  at 
an  early  date. 

The  Buckton  Drainage  is  still  a source  of  annoyance  and  constant 
complaint.  You  instructed  an  Engineer  to  give  you  a report  on, 
and  prepare  a plan  for,  the  best  means  of  dealing  with  it. 

Both  Skipsea  and  Barmston  sewerage  have  received  your 
attention  during  the  year  and  certain  defects  been  remedied. 

With  reference  to  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Circular  I note  that  Mr.  Robson  has  already  begun  a systematic 
inspection  of  the  District.  I have  to  point  out  that  the  whole  of 
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your  District  has  been  frequently  inspected,  many  of  the  larger 
villages  literally  house  by  house,  some  twice  over,  and  innumerable 
defects  noted,  and  I believe  mostly  remedied. 

This  detailed  inspection  however  takes  up  so  much  time  and 
involves  so  much  expense  for  travelling  and  clerical  work  that  it 
cannot  be  often  repeated  without  additional  help  and  due  notice.  A 
considerable  amount  of  new  building  has  been  done — notably  on 
the  Strickland  and  Mitford  estates. 

I drew  your  attention  to  an  unsatisfactory  proceeding  on  the 
part  of  the  Corporation  of  Bridlington  in  forming  a night-soil  tip 
at  Rose  Cottage,  just  on  the  border  of  Easton  and  Boynton  parishes 
and  abutting  on  the  Gypsey  Race.  Anything  much  more  improper 
from  a sanitary  point  of  view  it  would  be  difficult  to  conceive — the 
stench  from  burning  paper,  etc.,  was  such  that  dwellers  in  houses  a 
couple  of  hundred  yards  off  in  your  District  were  unable  to  keep  their 
windows  open.  The  percolations  will  pollute  the  stream  which 
from  this  point  runs  for  a considerable  distance  along  your  borders. 
It  is  beside  the  question  to  speak  of  some  trifling  pollution  higher 
up — which  you  are  constantly  trying  to  lessen— nothing  in  law  or 
common  sense  warrant  an  Authority  in  adding  to  pollution  and 
creating  a fresh  nuisance — and  I have  strongly  to  recommend  that 
strenuous  opposition  be  shown  to  the  scheme. 

The  Elementary  Schools  have  been  closed  for  short  periods  at 
Rudstone  in  January  for  Diphtheria,  and  at  Rudstone  and  North 
Burton  in  June  and  July  for  Measles. 

The  Factory  and  Workshops  Act  is  of  limited  application  in 
this  district,  and  with  other  matters  of  routine  work  will  be  found 
as  fully  dealt  with  as  necessary  in  Inspector  Robson’s  report. 

The  coming  Census  should  enable  us  to  get  a much  more 
correct  idea  of  the  numerical  state  of  our  population.  If  we  are 
guided  solely  by  the  ratio  of  decrease  which  ruled  during  the  previous 
two  or  three  decades,  then  we  are  losing  numbers  rapidly  and 
steadily.  There  are,  however,  things  which  make  me  think  we  are 
now  turning  on  to  the  up  grade  again,  and  that  given  some  encourage- 
ment we  ought  to  see  an  increase  in  our  rural  population.  I note 
that  we  have  a lower  death-rate  under  one  year  than  the  average  of 
Rural  England  in  1910,  being  nearly  40  below. 

I note  that  our  Marriage-rate  is  a little  over  half  that  of  the 
country  generally,  although  the  District  Birth-rate  is  nearly  up  to 
that  of  England  and  Wales  generally. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  ENGLAND  & WALES  in  1910. 

The  Birth-rate  in  England  and  Wales  in  1910  was  24*8  per 

1,000  of  the  population,  which  is  o*8  per  1,000  below  the  rate  in 
1909,  and  lower  than  the  rate  in  any  other  year  on  record.  Com- 
pared with  the  average  in  the  ten  years  1900-1909,  the  Birth  rate  in 
1910  shows  a decrease  of  2*7  per  1,000. 

The  Death-rate  in  1910  was  13*4  per  1,000,  which  was  i*i  per 

1,000  below  the  rate  in  1909,  and  lower  than  the  rate  in  any  other 
year  on  record  ; compared  with  the  average  rate  in  the  ten  years 
1900-1909,  the  death-rate  in  1910  showed  a decrease  of  2*4  per 
1,000. 

The  rate  of  mortality  among  infants  under  one  year  of  age  to 

1,000  registered  births  was  106,  which  is  3 per  1,000  below  the  rate 
in  1909.  Compared  with  the  average  in  the  ten  years  1900-1909,  the 
rate  of  infantile  mortality  in  1910  showed  a decrease  of  26  per  1,000. 
The  Death-rate  among  persons  aged  between  one  year  and  60  years 
was  6*6,  and  that  among  persons  aged  60  years  and  upwards  was 
64*9  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  at  the  respective  groups 
of  ages. 

The  Zymotic  death-rate  was  0-99  per  1,000  living,  against  1*28, 
i*34  and  1*13  respectively  in  the  three  preceding  years. 
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The  Vital  Statistics  of  England  and  Wales,  together  with  this 
table,  are  taken  from  the  Registrar-General’s  Report  for  the  final 
quarter  of  1910. 
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POPULATION. 

The  local  table  of  Parishes  shows  82  deaths,  and  the  table  of 
gross  mortality  77 — the  extra  5 are  of  inhabitants  who  died  out-side 
the  limits  of  the  Rural  District,  but  whose  deaths  having  to  be 
considered  in  working  out  the  mortality-rate,  are  allocated  to  their 
respective  localities. 
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Name  of  Parish. 

Population 

at 

Census 

in 

1831. 

Population 

at 

Census 

in 

1891. 

Population 

at 

Census 

in 

1901. 

Births 

in 

1910 

Deaths 

All 

Causes. 

in  1910. 

Zymotic. 

Bessmgby  

8o 

87 

170 

2 

3 

. . . 

Carnaby  

180 

200 

192 

2 

1 

Boynton  

156 

126 

161 

5 

• • • 

Easton  

23 

32 

38 

... 

Hilderthorpe  

26 

41 

80 

1 

... 

Sewerby  and  Mar  ton 

343 

33i 

33° 

4 

1 

Buckton  

U1 

141 

158 

5 

1 

Flamborough  

1355 

1288 

1189 

24 

!3 

I 

Bempton  & Newsome 

3°9 

310 

284 

5 

I 

• • • 

Rural  Bridlington 

2626 

2556 

2602 

48 

20 

I 

Hunmanby 

U51 

1309 

i-i 

to 

00 

uo 

35 

I5 

• V* 

Speeton  

160 

151 

146 

4 

• • • 

. . . 

Grindale  

179 

i57 

154 

5 

2 

. . . 

Argham  

39 

40 

40 

. . . 

• • • 

Rudston  

604 

578 

552 

*5 

7 

I 

Thwing  and  Octon  ... 

439 

367 

326 

12 

6 

. . . 

Mold  Newton  

310 

292 

274 

5 

1 

. . . 

North  Burton  

543 

425 

422 

T4 

9 

... 

Reighton  

2 54 

252 

219 

6 

1 

. . . 

Fordon 

57 

38 

38 

2 

1 

... 

Hunmanby  Sub-Dist. 

3936 

3609 

3460 

98 

42 

I 

Burton  Agnes  

342 

321 

326 

6 

2 

. • • 

Haisthorpe 

I23 

121 

118 

5 

4 

I 

Thornholme  

1 10 

n5 

84 

1 

3 

• • • 

Gransmoor 

84 

68 

69 

1 

1 

Fissett  ....  

90 

105 

98 

2 

• • • 

. . . 

(Jlrome  

194 

198 

187 

4 

2 

• • • 

Dringhoe,  Upton,  and 
Brough  

156 

156 

136 

1 

2 

• • • 

Skipsea  

398 

341 

288 

6 

3 

• • • 

Barmston  

198 

213 

210 

3 

1 

• • • 

Fraisthorpe,  Auburn, 
and  Wilsthorpe 

126 

124 

hi 

2 

• • • 

Skipsea  Sub-District 

1821 

(N 

00 

M 

1627 

29 

20 

I 

Rural  District  ... 

8383 

8927 

7689 

r75 

82 

3 

12 


MARRIAGES. 

The  number  of  Marriages  in  the  Rural  District  in  1910  was  37, 
being  at  the  rate  of  9.7  persons  married  to  each  1,000  living.  The 
Marriage-rate  for  the  three  immediately  preceding:  years  was  9-29, 
10-4  and  9-9.  The  mean  average  for  the  ten  years  1900-1909  for 
England  and  Wales  was  17*1. 

BIRTHS  AND  BIRTH-RATES. 

There  were  175  Births  registered  in  the  Rural  District  during 
1910,  which  is  equivalent  to  a Birth-rate  of  23*1  per  1,000  living,  as 
compared  with  22-5  in  1909,  23*8  in  1908  and  24-6  in  1907. 

The  Sub-District  Birth-rates  were: — Rural  Bridlington,  19-16  ; 
Hunmanby,  28-06;  and  Slapsea,  18-2.  The  Illegitimate  Births 
number  19,  and  equal  an  Illegitimate  Birth-rate  2-5  per  1,00c  of  the 
population,  and  10*27  per  cent,  of  the  total  Births. 


TABLE  OF  QUARTERLY  TOTALS  (BIRTHS). 


1910. 

1909. 

c/5 

1/ 

it) 

13 

c/5 

c/5 

<u 

Bridlington  Sub-District. 

QJ 

13. 

g 

0) 

O 

0 

13 

3 

aS 

O 

S 

b 

H 

s 

H 

1st  Quarter 

2 

8 

IO 

6 

5 

1 1 

2nd  Quarter 

6 

I’Z 

1 8 

7 

5 

12 

3rd  Quarter 

4 

5 

9 

2 

4 

6 

4th  Quarter 

4 

f—j 

1 

1 1 

1 1 

3 

H 

Totals 

16 

32 

48 

26 

u 

43 

Hunmanby  Sub-District. 

1st  Quarter 

12 

26 

7 

8 

r5 

2nd  Quarter 

H 

8 

22 

1 1 

19 

3° 

3rd  Quarter 

16 

13 

29 

10 

7 

17 

4th  Quarter 

16 

5 

21 

14 

7 

21 

Totals... 

58 

40 

1 98 

42 

41 

83 

Skipsea  Sub-District. 

1st  Quarter 

5 

2 

7 

/ 

7 

T-4 

2nd  Quarter 

5 

3 

8 

0 

2 

6 

3rd  Quarter 

3 

5 

8 

8 

5 

J3 

4th  Quarter 

3 

3 

6 

6 

6 

12 

Totals.. 

16 

13 

29 

21 

20 

45 

Totals  for  Rural  District 

1 90 

85 

J75 

89 

78 

171 

J3 


DEATHS  AND  DEATH-RATES. 

The  corrected  Deaths  for  the  Rural  Districts  in  1910  were  82. 
against  84  in  1909  and  94  in  1908.  The  Death-rate  from  all  causes 
at  all  ages  was  io*8  per  1,000  living,  as  compared  with  11*03,  I2’3> 
and  13*5  in  1909,  1908  and  1907  respectively,  and  12*8  for  Rural 
England  in  1910. 


TABLE  OF  QUARTERLY  TOTALS  (DEATHS). 


1910. 

1909. 

Bridlington  Sub-District. 

1st  Quarter 

2nd  Quarter 

3rd  Quarter 

4th  Quarter 

c n 
<D 

13 

w-< 

C/5 

JV 

13 

s 

QJ 

£ 

13 

-M 

O 

H 

CO 

JD 

13 

s 

C/5 

0) 

13 

H 

c 

<D 

&H 

*rt 

-W 

O 

H 

1 

4 

4 

2 

2 

3 

2 

2 

3 

7 

6 

4 

10 

2 

7 

4 

4 

5 

1 

7 

H 

7 

8 

1 1 

Totals. .. 

1 1 

9 

20 

22 

17 

40 

H unman  by  Sub-District 

1st  Quarter 

2 

6 

8 

6 

5 

1 1 

2nd  Quarter 

3 

4 

7 

7 

1 

8 

3rd  Quarter 

10 

3 

13 

0 

1 

1 

4th  Quarter 

4 

10 

H 

6 

3 

9 

Totals... 

!9 

23 

42 

19 

10 

29 

Skipsea  Sub-District. 

1st  Quarter 

3 

3 

6 

3 

3 

6 

2nd  Quarter 

2 

4 

6 

0 

2 

2 

3rd  Quarter 

3 

2 

5 

1 

3 

4 

4th  Quarter 

0 

3 

3 

1 

2 

O 

J 

Totals... 

8 

12 

20 

5 

10 

15 

Totals  for  Rural  District 

38  l 

44 

82 1 46 

37 

! 84 

There  were  11  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age,  being 
in  the  proportion  of  62-8  infantile  deaths  to  each  1,000  registered 
births,  and  33*2  below  the  rate  for  Rural  England  and  Wales  in 
1910,  and  35*2  below  the  corresponding  rate  for  1909. 
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Of  these  infantile  deaths  2,  or  18*18  per  cent.,  were  born  out 
of  wedlock,  and  represent  10*5  per  ceilt.  of  the  illegitimate  births  of 
the  year. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

There  were  three  deaths  during  the  year  from  Zymotic 
Diseases,  and  one  from  Influenza.  Cancer  and  Malignant  Disease 
accounted  for  io  deaths,  three  more  than  in  the  preceding  year, 
whilst  five  deaths  were  due  to  Tubercular  Diseases,  being  an 
increase  of  two  on  the  number  recorded  in  1909.  There  were  five 
Coroner’s  inquests  and  eight  deaths  from  senile  decay.  The 
number  of  deaths  from  Premature  Birth  was  three,  and  there  was 
one  death  from  Teething. 


AGE. 

There  were  20  deaths  of  children  under  15  years  of  age  ; 33 
persons  (the  same  number  as  in  the  preceding  year)  had  attained 
to  65  years  and  upwards,  with  24  in  the  middle  period  of  life. 
The  figures  for  1909  and  1908  were  14,  33  and  29,  and  19,  40  and 
35  respectively. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (NOTIFICATION)  ACT. 


Disease. 

Rural 

District. 

SUB-DISTRICT. 

ISt 

Quar- 

ter. 

2nd 

Quar- 

ter. 

3rd 

Quar- 

ter. 

4th 

Quar- 

ter. 

Rural 

Brid- 

lington. 

Hun- 

manby, 

Skipsea. 

Diphtheria 

T3 

13 

*3 

Erysipelas 

I 

I 

• • • 

I 

# # 

Scarlet  Fever... 

13 

9 

I 

3 

6 

7 

Enteric  Fever... 

3 

3 

• * « 

... 

I 

2 

• • • 

Measles 

34 

16 

18 

. . . 

. . . 

T7 

*7 

Totals 

64 

38 

23 

3 

T3 

18 

26 

7 

NOTIFICATION  STATISTICS  FOR  YEARS 

1901-1910. 


Disease. 

1901 

1902 

1903. 

1904. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

1908. 

1909. 

1910 

Diphtheria 

8 

... 

6 

1 

5 

48 

22 

16 

6 

J3 

Erysipelas 

3 

5 

1 

6 

6 

6 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

4T 

I5 

9 

6 

13 

9 

2 

4 

4 

13 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

7 

2 

• • • 

1 

7 

1 

• • • 

1 

1 

3 

Puerperal  Fever 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

. . . 

• • . 

Measles 

12 

2 

10 

142 

31 

126 

82 

1 

34 

Totals 

71 

24 

26 

U6 

62 

190 

109 

37 

J3 

64 

i6 


Of  the  46  specimens  sent  for  bacteriological  examination,  40 
were  throat  swabs,  and  furnished  29  negative  and  11  positive 
returns. 

Of  the  remaining  six,  four  were  Phthisis  (two  negative  and 
two  positive),  and  two  Enteric  (both  positive) 

DEATHS  EROM  CERTAIN  DISEASES  IN  THE 

YEARS  1901-1910. 


1901. 

1902. 

1903. 

1904. 

1905- 

1906. 

1907. 

1908. 

1909. 

1910 

Diarrhoea 

3 

1 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Measles  

1 

... 

2 

3 

* • • 

• • • 

1 

Enteric  Fever  . . 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

Diphtheria 

3 

• • • 

1 

2 

4 

4 

• . • 

. • • 

1 

Influenza 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

2 

4 

3 

1 

1 

Childbirth 

1 

1 

3 

• • • 

2 

1 

• • • 

Bronchitis, 

Pneumonia  ... 

16 

9 

10 

12 

l7 

1 1 

9 

7 

8 

5 

Tuberculosis 

6 

7 

1 1 

4 

9 

6 

12 

4 

5 

Cancer  

1 1 

4 

4 

5 

8 

10 

4 

8 

5 

10 

VACCINATION  STATISTICS. 

The  following  table  relates  to  Vaccination  in  the  Bridlington 
Registration  Sub-District,  the  Borough  of  Bridlington  contributing 
the  bulk  of  the  population,  but  the  paragraph  following  relates  to 
the  Hunmanby  and  Skipsea  Sub- Districts,  each  being  a vaccination 
area.  Such  portion  of  Bridlington  as  is  outside  the  Borough 
boundary,  together  with  Hunmanby  and  Skipsea  areas,  form  the 
Rural  Sanitary  District.  The  figures  are  the  complete  returns  of 
L909  and  previous  years. 

In  1909,  in  the  Hunmanby  and  Skipsea  Sub-Districts,  there 
were  127  births,  of  which  96  were  successfully  vaccinated,  21  were 
exempt  on  account  of  “ conscientious  objection,”  five  died  un- 
vaccinated, one  removed  to  a district  known,  the  Vaccination 
Officer  of  which  was  duly  notified,  two  removed  to  districts  un- 
known, one  was  postponed  by  medical  certificate,  and  one  was  lost 
sight  of. 

For  the  first  half  of  1910,  there  were  registered  in  the  whole 
Union  217  births  ; of  these  89  were  successfully  vaccinated,  10  died 


*7 


unvaccinated,  103  were  exempt  on  account  of  “conscientious 
objection,”  4 were  postponed  by  Medical  certificate,  one  removed 
to  a district  known,  the  Vaccination  Officer  of  which  was  duly 
notified,  6 removed  to  districts  unknown,  and  4 were  lost  sight  of. 


Year. 

Births. 

Successfully 

Vaccinated. 

Insusceptible. 

Died 

Unvaccinated. 

Postponed  by 

Medical 

Certificate. 

Removed  to 

Districts 

known. 

Removed  to 

Districts 

unknown. 

Conscientious 

Objectors 

Unaccounted 

for. 

Per  cent,  lost 

sight  of  or  un- 

accounted for. 

1898 

34s 

222 

7 

52 

I 

3 

7 

3 

51 

1 6*6 

>899 

373 

268 

6 

36 

10 

4 

7 

J7 

25 

8-5 

J9OO 

3b3 

263 

1 

41 

I 

1 

17 

23 

33 

9'°9 

I9OI 

396 

29I 

. . . 

5i 

4 

2 

1 1 

32 

5 

4.0 

1902 

382 

3I3 

2 

32 

3 

1 

1 1 

18 

2 

3*4 

I9°3 

366 

284 

2 

29 

• . • 

• • • 

18 

25 

8 

7'i 

1904 

382 

269 

6 

34 

• • • 

. • . 

J7 

45 

1 1 

7*3 

J9°5 

352 

262 

1 

24 

1 

1 

25 

23 

15 

11-3 

1906 

353 

261 

T 

22 

. . . 

2 

J5 

39 

12 

7-6 

1907 

353 

207 

3 

27 

2 

6 

H 

66 

28 

ii*8 

1908 

296 

117 

2 

21 

• . . 

1 

*3 

125 

T7 

io- 1 

I9°9 

342 

1 1 0 

1 

3° 

J4 

164 

23 

io-8 

From  these  figures  it  is  quite  clear  that  we  have  now  reached 
the  stage  when  considerable  more  children  are  left  unvaccinated 
than  are  protected  against  Small  Pox  and  that  in  a very  few  years 
we  shall  have  become  an  unprotected  community.  So  much  for  the 
kind  of  legislation  which  seeks  popularity  by  appealing  to  the  selfish 
and  the  ignorant,  it  is  nothing  to  these  that  the  whole  commerce 
and  business  of  a district  may  be  brought  to  a standstill  by  a death- 
dealing disease  which  when  not  fatal  will  leave  behind  it  a legacy 
of  horrid  memories,  permanent  disfigurement  and  disastrous  loss. 
“ Conscientious  objection  ” strictly  speaking  has  very  little  to  do 
with  it.  Nine  out  of  ten  people  who  have  obtained  exemption 
certificates  for  their  children,  to  whom  I speak  on  the  subject,  have  no 
definite  ideas  on  it  beyond  that  several  others  have  “ not  had 
their’s  done,”  so  why  should  they  “ bother.”  Of  course  if  it  were 
necessary,  and  Small  Pox  came  round  they  would  “ at  once  have 
the  child  vaccinated,”  and  so  on  ! Now  how  came  their  ex- 
emptions to  be  filled  in  ? For  the  Vaccination  Act  is  very  definite 
on  this  point. 

The  United  States  Public  Health  and  Marine  Hospital  Service 
Reports  showed  that  in  1902  there  were  reported  to  the  Bureau 
55^57  cases  of  Small  Pox,  with  1,852  deaths;  while  in  1906  there 
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were  12,503  cases  with  go  deaths.  The  Bureau  states  that  the 
result  is  due  to  increased  diligence  on  the  part  of  State  and 
national  authorities.  In  Germany,  where  vaccination  is  compulsory 
and  universal,  during  the  year  1906  there  were  only  26  cases,  with 
five  deaths,  in  the  whole  Empire,  and  these  cases  were  largely 
imported. 

The  following,  from  a translation  of  Kubler’s  “ History  of 
Small  Pox  and  Vaccination  ” is  worth  recording  here 

“ The  wide  diffusion  of  small  pox  in  Italy  is  proved  from  the 
descriptions  of  the  medical  writers  of  that  country.  Sarconi  estimated 
the  number  of  persons  who  suffered  from  the  disease  as  nine-tenths 
of  the  whole  population  ; he  mentions  an  extensive  epidemic  in 
Ferrara  in  1717,  and  reports  further  that  small  Pox  broke  out  in 
Turin  1720,  spread  over  Piedmont,  and  laid  the  whole  of  Italy  waste 
like  the  plague. 

“ In  1722  the  epidemic  returned  to  Turin,  and  this  time  was 
fatal  to  adults.  In  1723  a deadly  epidemic  decimated  Europe, 
America,  and  a part  of  Asia.  In  1725  Minorca  was  terribly 
devastated  by  an  epidemic  ....  The  pestilence  caused  great 
slaughter  among  the  children  of  Roncalh  in  1736.  . . . I 

myself  saw  in  1753  a furious  epidemic  which  threw  into  mourning 
the  capital  as  well  as  the  provinces.  In  Rome  in  1754  more  than 

6,000  men  died  of  small-pox ” It  is  clear  from  a letter 

which  Doctor  Gamucci  has  inserted  in  the  “ Novelle  Letterarri  di 
Firenza,”  that  a terrible  epidemic  was  in  progress.  “ In  1757-8 
this  chief  city  was  filled  with  mourning  through  the  terror  of  two 
severe  epidemics  ; I myself  lost  two  sons  in  spite  of  the  employ- 
ment of  every  possible  remedial  measure  by  Dr.  Visone,  and  a 
third  was  with  difficulty  pulled  through.  . . . Finally  we  have 

still  to  add  that  we  have  had  to  endure  six  fatal  epidemics  in  the 
capital  from  1760  to  1768,  the  sad  consequences  of  which  ha\e  been 
experienced  by  almost  whole  families.”  Wernber  quotes  from 
an  official  French  report  the  statement  that  the  deaths  from  small- 
pox in  Turin  numbered  451  in  1777,  425  in  1791,  and  851  in  1794. 

During  the  Thirty  Years’  War  the  most  destructive  pestilence 
was  the  plague.  Side  by  side  with  it,  however,  we  not  infrequently 
find  mention  also  of  small-pox,  as  the  following  extract  from  the 
work  by  Fammert  will  show.  In  the  year  1618,  in  Basle,  small- 
pox was  very  virulent,  many  children  dying  of  it.  Those  who 
escaped  with  their  lives  were  left  in  a sad  plight,  and  paralyzed  in 
their  limbs,  the  smell  being  unbearable.”  In  Giessen  there  died 
many  children,  apparendy  in  an  epidemic  of  small-pox.  In  the 
following  year  the  disease  snatched  away  in  Feipzig  over  200 
children  in  the  month  of  July.* 

* “The  Medical  Officer.” 
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We  can,  however,  scarcely  require  better  evidence  of  the 
"beneficient  power  of  Vaccination  than  the  countenances  of  the 
people  one  meets  daily  in  the  street — when  we  recall  that  less  than 
150  years  ago  every  third  person  was  badly  marked  with  the 
vestiges  of  Variola — not  merely  pitted  but  often  crippled  to  the 
extent  of  an  eye  or  half  a nose. 

I append  Inspector  Robson’s  Report  and  the  Tables  of 
Statistics  required  by  the  Local  Government  Board. 

I beg  to  thank  the  Council  for  their  courtesy  to  me,  and  the 
careful  consideration  they  have  at  all  times  given  to  my  re- 
presentations. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  A.  WETWAN,  M.O.H 


To  the  Rural  District  Council 
of  Bridlington. 
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Bridlington  Rural  District  Council. 


Bridlington, 

February,  1911. 

Sir, 

I again  have  the  honour  to  report  upon  the  Sanitary  work  and 
condition  of  the  District. 

During  the  year  the  usual  visitation  of  the  several  villages  in 
the  District  was  made,  and  wherever  any  matter  needing  attention 
was  found  or  brought  to  my  notice  it  was  promptly  dealt  with  in  an 
appropriate  manner. 

Excepting  the  outbreak  of  Diphtheria  at  Rudstone  in  January 
and  February,  the  year  was  not  an  eventful  one,  and  nothing  occurred 
which  was  out  of  the  usual  routine. 

The  Cowsheds  in  the  District  were  duly  visited  and  inspected 
and  verbal  directions  given  where  such  were  required.  The  majority 
of  the  proprietors  observe  scrupulous  cleanliness  in  the  carrying 
on  of  their  business ; in  only  a few  cases  is  there  too  little 
regard  for  this  important  point. 

As  in  previous  years  the  proprietors  of  the  nine  slaughter-houses 
in  the  District  have  exercised  the  utmost  care  in  the  maintenance 
of  their  premises  in  a condition  suitable  to  their  trade.  Nor  has 
there  at  any  time  come  under  my  notice  any  case  where  the  meat 
exposed  for  sale  has  been  other  than  good. 

The  work-places  are  as  in  previous  reports — that  is,  such  as  may 
be  considered  to  come  under  the  observation  of  the  Sanitary 
Authority — are  kept  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

There  is  little  to  add  to  the  remarks  in  previous  reports  regard- 
ing the  housing  accommodation  of  the  District.  Very  little  advance 
was  made,  and  practically  none  in  respect  of  the  dwellings  of  the 
working  classes. 
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A good  commencement  was  made  during  the  year  with  the 
survey  of  the  entire  district  required  by  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Order  and  Regulations  of  the  2nd  and  3rd  September  1910. 
The  necessary  records  have  been  made  in  connection  with  several 
of  the  villages,  though  there  has  not  as  yet  been  an  opportunity 
for  a review  of  the  records.  The  work  will  be  continued  during  the 
present  year  until  a complete  and  permanent  register  has  been 
compiled. 

The  public  work  directed  by  the  Council  during  T910  comprised 
nothing  unusual.  The  sewerage  outfall  at  Barmston,  concerning 
which  complaints  have  been  made,  has  been  cleansed  and 
is  kept  in  a better  condition.  At  Skipsea,  also,  sewerage  work 
has  recently  been  carried  out  which  should  place  the  sewage 
disposal  of  the  western  part  of  that  village  beyond  complaint  for 
some  years  to  come.  At  Flamborough  an  important  extension  of 
the  public  sewer  and  the  water  main  was  made  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  owner  of  new  residential  property.  Beyond  this  the 
work  was  of  the  usual  class,  such  as  the  cleansing  of  sewers  etc. 


A tabulated  statement  is  appended,  shewing  in  detail  some  of 
the  work  carried  out. 


Dwelling  houses  inspected 

„ ,,  disinfected  or  cleansed 

„ ,,  found  oveicrowded 

,,  house  yards  repaired 
Number  of  nuisances  found  and  abated 
Defective  privies  and  ashpits  ... 

Defective  House  Drains. 

Drains  trapped  or  disconnected 

New  Drains  laid 
Blocked  drains  cleared  ... 

Nuisances  from  animals  abated 

Water  supplies. 


178 

J7 

2 

1 

7 

2 

8 

2 

2 

1 


3 


Houses  newly  supplied  from  water  mains 
Samples  of  water  sent  for  analysis 


1 
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Dairies  and  cowsheds. 

Number  on  the  Register 
Visits  to  Cowsheds. 
Slaughter  Houses. 

Number  on  the  Register 
Visits  to  ... 


68 

68 

9 

18 


I am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


F.  FR  ROBSON. 


To  the 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  or  WHOLE  DISTRICT  during  1910  and  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 
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Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  the  Year  1910. 


At  all 

TOTAL  CASES  NOTIFIED 

IN  EACH  LOCALITY. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE. 

Ages. 

Rural 

Brid’ton. 

Hun- 

manby. 

Skipsea. 

Diphtheria 

Erysipelas 

*3 

I 

*3 

I 

... 

Scarlet  fever 

J3 

9 

I 

3 

Enteric  fever 

3 

. . . 

3 

• • • 

Measles 

34 

16 

18 

• • • 

T ota.ls  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

64 

38 

23 

3 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death,  during  the  Year  1910. 


Causes  of  Death. 

All 

Ages. 

Under 

1 year. 

1 ar.d 

j under  5. 

10 
XJ  1-1 

G 1- 
rf  u 

G 

Measles 

I 

I 

• • • 

Whooping-cough 
Diphtheria  (including 

I 

I 

• • • 

* * * 

Membranous  Croup)  ... 

I 

... 

• • • 

I 

Epidemic  Influenza 

I 

• . • 

• • • 

• ♦ • 

Diarrhoea 

I 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

Enteritis 

3 

2 

• • • 

I 

Phthisis 

4 

• • • 

• • • 

... 

Other  tuberculous  diseases 

1 

• • • 

I 

Cancer 

10 

• • • 

• • • 

... 

Bronchitis 

2 

... 

• • * 

... 

Pneumonia 

1 

• • • 

I 

... 

Pleurisy 

Other  Disease  of 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

Respiratory  Organs  ... 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

I 

Premature  Birth 

3 

3 

• • • 

... 

Heart  Diseases 

10 

... 

• • • 

Accidents 

5 

• • • 

... 

I 

All  other  Causes 

36 

5 

2 

. . . 

All  Causes 

82 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  SEPARATE  LOCALITIES  IN  1910  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 
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Total  under  i Month. 

1-2  Months. 

PH 

PH 

M 

2-3  Months. 

4-5  Months. 

PH 

PH 

W 

5-6  Months. 

PH 

W 

M 

7-8  Months. 
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M 

PH 

1 0-1 1 Months. 
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to 

1 1 -12  Months. 

PH 

PH 
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PH 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

One 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1910. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901. 

INSPECTIONS. 


Premises. 

Number 

of 

Inspections. 

Number  of 
Written 
Notices. 

Number 

of 

Prosecutions. 

Factories  (Including  Factory 
Laundries) 

• • • 

• * * 

Workshops  (Including  Work- 
shop Laundries) 

• • • 

• ♦ • 

Workplaces  (Other  than  Out- 
workers’ premises) 

" 37 

V 

• • • 

• • • 

Total 

37 

. . . 

• • • 

REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


Total  Number  of  Workshops  on  Register 


37 


